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to the public health; indeed, to the passing observer there
is nothing to distinguish these farms from the irrigated lands
of the American West. It is often said that Berlin makes
an annual profit from its sewage-disposal system,, and it is
true that the balance sheets of this municipal department
show a margin of income OTer all fixed and running expenses*
The real explanation of this profit-showing, however, lies
in the fact that the account is credited with the large sum.
that comes in every year as the proceeds of a sewer rate or
special tax which is laid on every house in Berlin. The en-
tire cost of the Berlin system, including sewers, pumping
stations, farms, and buildings, has been about twenty-five
million dollars, which is after all not a large sum for so "great
an undertaking. The Metropolitan Sewerage Commission
of. New York estimated a few years ago that the expense in-
volved in a new plant for conveying that city's sewage to
farms on Long Island would, exclusive of the cost of land
for the farms, be more than six times that amount* Al-
though the sewer-farm system appears to be an economical,
efficient, arid final plan of sewage disposal under some con-
ditions, the enormous initial cost renders it impracticable in
the larger American cities and of very doubtful expediency
anywhere.1

There are about a dozen municipal sewage farms in
America, but all of them are small. Los Angeles disposed
of its sewage in this way until 1905, when, on completing farms.
its great outfall sewer to the ocean^ it sold the farms for
building lots. The neighboring city of Pasadena still
maintains a sewage farm of some four hundred and sixty
acres, but has not found the system altogether satisfactory

1 For a detailed account of the early history and equipment of the sys-
tem, soe the long paper by H. A. Roechling on "The Sewage Farms of
Berlin," in Minutes of Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers, oix.
179-228 (1892). An article on " The Sewage Farms o! Berlin/' by Profes-
sor B. C Brooks, in the Political Science Quarterly, xx. 298-31 $ (June,
1905), discusses the system of management, the financial results, etc.
Later figures may be had in the Bericht titter die Qem&inde-Verwaltung der
Stadt Berlin (2 vols., Berlin, 1912), i 277-306.